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It’s all over, I hope.


By Jack Balshaw


10/30/00





By the time this paper has been delivered to your home, the elections of 2000 should be history.  But, as I write this, it’s still a week to election day.  What has this election done to change your life?  Probably not much, unless you are affected by one of the state or local initiatives.  Even then, the messages or directives of those initiatives won’t kick in until the court challenges have been settled.





The initiative process can be the most interesting part of any election because its outcome represents the only true voice of what people think they agree with.  Initiatives are specific, candidates are still to be tested.





The presidential results are, no doubt, being analyzed to death.  Pundits, who have no idea who will win as I write this, are today explaining in detail why what happened, happened.  Perhaps more interesting than the presidential results are the House of Representatives result. Has he a House controlled by his party? If so, what will that cause to happen?  If not, is it more years of partisan bickering?





Whatever happened nationally, it will be years before we see or feel any impact on our lives.  The further removed a level of government is, the longer it takes for it to change direction and pass legislation impacting us individually.  However, down the road, when that impacts strikes it can have a major effect on the quality of our lives.





Social Security and Medicare changes will take a generation to be noticed directly.  If the retirees of that time were successful in life and if the Social Security changes worked out, things will be all right.  If not, there may be many parents living with their middle age children.  The same for Medicare and education.  The high school classes of 2016 will graduate before we’ll know if any education reform was successful.





Locally, Measure I, the Rural Heritage Initiative, will have set the tone for public development one way or the other.  Did it pass? If so, Sonoma County becomes “ Marin part II”.  If not, we’ll be something else, but not San Jose North.  Similarly, our Petaluma council elections will set the stage for more of the same or change.  “More of the same” will be less ambitious because the money will be drying up.  “Change” probably won’t make much noticeable impact for the same reason.





The difficult thing 
